CLIMATE OF KOLKATA

MY CITY AND GLOBAL WARMING

Kolkata is located at 22.82 degrees North,88.20 degrees East. It is spread on the banks of Hooghly river and has an elevation of 17 feet. The total area of Kolkata is 1480 square kilometers. Kolkata has a Tropical Wet and Dry climate.The annual mean temperature is 24.8 degree celcius. Summers are hot and humid while winters tend to last for only about two and a half months. The city formerly known as Calcutta in English, was a colonial city developed by the British East India Company and then by the British Empire.Kolkata was the capital of British Indian Empire until 1911 when the capital was relocated to Delhi. The city is also noted for its revolutionary history,ranging from THE INDIAN STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE to the LEFTIST NAXALITE and TRADE UNION MOVEMENTS. The area of location was originally inhabited by people of three villages – Kalikata, Sutanuti,Gobindopur.
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GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION OF KOLKATA

HISTORICAL FACTS ABOUT KOLKATA

· We often refer to Kolkata as the “CITY OF JOY” but most people are unaware of its other names -“ CITY OF PALACES”,”CITY OF PROCESSIONS” and the “CULTURAL CAPITAL OF INDIA”.

· In terms of the unique trains it daily handles , the HOWRAH station is THE BUSIEST IN INDIA.

· The Howrah Bridge seems to be the identity of the city but hardly do people know that it’s one of THE LARGEST CANTILEVER BRIGDES IN THE WORLD and the LARGEST and perhaps the only one in the country.
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KOLKATA UNDER THE RULE OF THE BRITISH

MAJOR EDUCATIONAL CENTRES:

· Calcutta University
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· Calcutta Medical College

· Scottish Church College

· Indian Statistical Institution
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· Lady Brabourne College

· Presidency University

 MAJOR CULTURAL CENTRES

· Academy of Fine Arts 

· Nandan
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· All Indian Radio
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· Eastern Zonal Cultural Centre

· Jorashanko Thakurbari
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· Rabindra Bharati University

   MAJOR SOCIAL CENTRES

· Victoria Memorial
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· Eden Gardens
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· Maidan

· National Library

MAJOR ECONOMICAL CENTRES

· ITC Limited

· HR Group

· TATA Steel Processing and Distrinution Limited

· Exide Industries

· Bengal Ambuja

· Geological Survey of India 

POPULATION

The population of Kolkata is 14.38 million, according to the year 2014.

LIFESTYLE 

PARA CULTURE:

Kolkata is the cultural capital of India according to many.It has been the pioneer city in Indian Renaissance . Long known for its literary and artistic and revolutionary heritage,the  former capital of India is the birth place of modern Indian literary,artistic and scholastic thought.Bengalis tend to have a special appreciation for art and literature;its tradition of welcoming new talent has made it a “ CITY OF FURIOUS CREATIVE” . Para’s in Kolkata signify a neighbourhood with a strong sense of community , and our usually sharply defined on the basis of loyalties ( like which households contribute economically to which public or Barowari puja). Para’s culture typically segregate Kolkata communities on the basis of origin,occupation and socio-economic status and sometimes politics and religion.An adda involves an informal discussion usually involving friends talking over a bhar of tea on current issues.It’s most popular among the youths belonging to the so called “Middle class intelligentsia”
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A TYPICAL PARA ADDA

CINEMA:

While Mumbai is the capital of commercial cinemas in India , Kolkata is the house of art films.Stall wards like Satyajit Ray,Ritwik Ghatak , Mrinal Sen are the pride of Kolkata.Presently Aparna Sen ,Gautam Ghose,Rituporno Ghosh are bearing the mantle of the the great tradition
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SATYAJIT RAY          MRINAL SEN     RITWIK GHATAK  

LITERATURE:

Bengali prose became modern courtesy of Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar.The doyens of 19th century Bengali literature like Kaviguru Rabindranath Tagore , Michael Madhusudan Dutt, Kazi Nazrul Islam were from Kolkata .As the then cultural capital of India,Kolkata based literature affected and shaped the thought and culture of many Indians.Saratchandra Chattopadhyay was an author whose specialty was exploring complex human psychology, especially tht of female mind.Bamkimchandra Chattopadhyay  was one of the earliest Bengali novelists and is popularly known as the author of India’s first national song Vande Mataram. The Calcutta book fair is an annual fair showcasing books published by the regional,national,international publishers .Started in 1976,the book fair projects every year a particular country as the theme of the year.
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RABINDRANATH TAGORE          KAZI NAZRUL ISLAM

MUSIC AND DANCE:

Rabindra sangeet, rabindra nritya natya and Nazrul geeti are integral parts of Kolkata as well as Bengal life.Kolkata is also a noted place for the cultivation of Indian classical music an dances .The era after the independence saw the development of Adhunik or modern songs .
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GIRLS DANCING TO THE SONGS OF TAGORE AT SHANTINIKETAN
ARCHITECTURE AND ART:
Kolkata has many buildings adorned with Indo-Islamic and Indo-Saracenic architectural motifs. Several well-maintained major buildings from the colonial period have been declared "heritage structures" however, others are in various stages of decay. Established in 1814 as the nation's oldest museum, the Indian Museum houses large collections that showcase Indian natural history and Indian art. Marble Palace is a classic example of a European mansion that was built in the city. The Victoria Memorial, a place of interest in Kolkata, has a museum documenting the city's history.

Kalighat painting originated in the 19th century Kolkata, in the vicinity of Kalighat Kali Temple of Kalighat. Initially sold as items of souvenir taken by the visitors to the Kali temple, the paintings over a period of time developed as a distinct school of Indian painting. From the depiction of Hindu gods, goddesses, and other mythological characters, the Kalighat paintings developed to reflect a variety of themes including quotidian life. The Academy of Fine Arts and other art galleries hold regular art exhibitions. The Government College of Art and Craft, founded in 1864, has been the cradle as well as workplace of eminent artists including Abanindranath Tagore, Jamini Roy, and Nandalal BoseBengal school of art  The art college was the birthplace of  that arose as an avant garde and nationalist movement reacting against the prevalent academic art styles.

SPORTS:

For sports lovers,Kolkata is just the apt place.People are sumply passionate about sports .When it comes to playing sports in Calcutta,men folk are mainly interested in football followed by cricket,golf,tennis and swimming. Sports clubs are like an integral part of Kolkata’s culture .It serves as a place where people can relax their mind and body and also acts as a perfect destination to socialize and get along with friends.Mohun Bagan and East Bengal football clubs are mentionworthy  clubs of Kolkata.
[image: image17.jpg]



FOOTBALL GROUND

CONCLUSION:
As a nucleus of the 19th and the early 20th century Bengal Renaissance and religiously and ethnically diverse centre of culture in Bengal and India,Kolkata has established local traditions in drama , art, film, theatre and literature that have gained wild audiences .Many people from Kolkata – among them several Nobel Laureates – have contributed to the arts , the sciences and other areas , while Kolkata culture features idiosyncrasies that include close knit neighbourhoods( Para) and freestyle intellectual exchanges(Adda).West Bengal’s share of the Bengali film industry is based in the city ,which also hosts venerable cultural institutions of national importance such as The Academy of Fine arts, The Victoria memorial, The Asiatic Society,The Indian Museum and The National Library of India . Among professional scientific institutions , Kolkata hosts the Geological surevey of India, The Botanical survey of India , The Calcutta Mathematical Society, The Indian Science Congress Association, The Zoological survey of India ,The Anthropological survey of India and the Indian Public Health Association.
Though home to major cricket team venues and franchises, Kolkata differs from other Indian cities by giving importance to association football and other sports.
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OVERALL VIEW OF THE CITY OF JOY-KOLKATA

